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Hello Hawkeye families!  

Well, we may as well call this edition “There and Back Again” - this month will take us from Iraq to Kuwait, then to Germany.  We”re almost home!!

I am proud (and thrilled and ecstatic!) to tell you that this will be the LAST coverletter of the Hawkeye Times that I will write from Iraq! By this time next month, we plan on being home in snowy Wiesbaden, and the March note should be written in the comfort of the good ol’ 205th MI BDE building back on the airbase!  The past few weeks have been filled with hard work and memorable occasions. This month we met our replacement unit, HHD/504th MI BDE, out of Fort Hood, Texas. Once they got established in their new homes here on Victory Base, we shared our true Hawkeye hospitality by hosting a BBQ “Social” at the new headquarters building. We had a great time getting to know the HHD/504th MI Bde “Nightstalkers” and TF READY (the Brigade as a whole) over an abundance of steak and chicken and our tasty near-beers.  

This past week each of the staff sections spent a lot of time with their new counterparts from TF READY.  It is the highest priority for us to make sure that the new unit is fully equipped to take over the mission as soon as we leave, and we want to ensure that they have all of the tools they will need to do so.  At the same time, we have continued to prepare ourselves for the redeployment - our days seem to have been consumed by washing, cleaning and preparing equipment for inspection. We’ve been conducting inventories and lightening our load by mailing home those comfort items our families have provided us over the past year.  And all throughout, we continue to train, learn and grow even through our transition period. 

Within the next two weeks we are scheduled to make the long trip back to Kuwait, where this adventure all began for us so long ago, and then a few short weeks later we should be meeting everyone in Wiesbaden!  We’ll have a week of reintegration training, and then the opportunity to take a long, well-earned leave!

Again, another heartfelt thanks for all of the support by the families of the Hawkeye team, both those in Germany and the ones deployed here in theater.  We really couldn’t have done it without your unwavering dedication. Please take care, and we will all see you soon!

CPT Christopher Caldwell

HAWKEYE 6
	


	


FRG Corner

RECAP

January FRG Meeting- After getting an update on ours troops and their homecoming schedule and discussing upcoming FRG  and coffee group events we were led through a few relaxation exercises by one of AFTB's trainers. We were also given a great deal of information and guidance on the effects of stress on the body and how to best manage it during chaotic or trying times. Thanks AFTB!!!

NEXT MEETING- WELCOME HOME PREPARATION POTLUCK! Tuesday, February 10th 6:30 PM at the 1st MI BN building in the classroom on the 2nd floor. Bring a dish to share with the group and help us make signs and bows to aid in making our soldiers' homecoming a festive one! 

FUNDRAISING- At the moment, our funds for hosting homecoming festivities for the HHD and Brigade families looks GREAT, but the more we have, the more we can do! SO, a BAKE SALE has been scheduled for FEBRUARY 18th at the CMR mailroom. We need YOUR help to make this happen!!!! Please let us know if you would be able to bake something or help collect donations during the sale. Items can be dropped off the night before or the morning of the sale at the FRG room. Set-up will be at 10AM at the mailroom 

the day of. FYI- strawberry shortcake, slices of cake and anything individually

 wrapped was the first to go in the past. This should be a great opportunity for 

us to raise some money to add to the fund. Let us know if you could lend a hand. 

Thanks in advance!—Wendy

A note on reintegration from our FRG Advisor:

Dear Ladies: 

We can finally see light at the end of the tunnel, our soldiers are coming home soon!!!!!!!! I would like to take this opportunity to let you know how proud I am of all of you. I know this deployment has been a challenge for all of us, especially for those families with children. But you just did what had to be done and went on with your lives. You ladies really ROCK. I am in awe of all you ladies. But unfortunately we now face another challenge and that is reintegration. Please take it seriously because it is. Some of you have already been through it, and maybe it went smoothly for you, but that is not the case with everybody, including me. It is a miracle my husband is alive today. Now we have the tools to make this reunion much better. Please take advantage of the reintegration classes that ACS offers, either with our group or on your own. These classes are very helpful dealing with situations that we might encounter when our husbands first come home or after they have been here for a while. Let's make this homecoming a good one!!!!!!!!

 Becky Pappas
	


Community News

REUNION WORKSHOPS will be held in ACS, RM 22  at 1830 on the following dates: 2/09,and 2/23. ACS at Dexheim will also hold a training seminar on 2/17 at 10am. Call 0611-705-5754/5086 to sign up for the date you can attend if you haven't already!

SOCIAL WORK SERVICES is  offering a reunion training workshop for children ages 7-12 and teens ages 13-17 to aid in preparation of our soldiers' homecoming. Call 337-5297 for additional information and to sign-up! 

COUPLE COMMUNICATION workshops are also being held at ACS on 3/11 and 3/25 from 5-7pm in RM 23. It is highly encouraged that both you and your spouse attend this class TOGETHER!  Call 337-5297 to sign-up..

FOR FURTHER COMMUNITY INFORMATION STOP IN AT THE FRG ROOM AND CHECKOUT THE FLYERS. THANKS!

	A Soldier

 By: Annette Bolton

A Soldier will fight where a coward will fall

A Soldier will speak for an innocent soul

 A Soldier will cry for the death of a friend

 A Soldier won't give up, till the very end

 A Soldier will go as commanded to do

 A Soldier will lose his life for only a few

 A Soldier will carry this burden for you

 He stands as a sentinel for the Red, White and Blue

 Let us hold our Soldiers in highest regard

 For if not for their bravery we never would see

That Freedom is meant not just for you, but for me.
-This poem was sent to us from Greg Bolton's wife in honor of our troops. Annette, thank you for sharing these thoughts with us. Your sentiment is surely appreciated by all!


	


Hails and Farewells

Hails

This month we welcome PV2 Nathan Greene, originally from Houston Texas.  Wiesbaden will be his first duty station, and he joins us from his Advanced Individual Training at Fort Jackson, SC.  He is a 42L (Administrative Specialist) and will be joining the HQ section upon our return.  

Farewells 

A belated farewell to MAJ Tom Hall, Maribeth, Kate and Bridget. MAJ Hall moved over to 302nd A Co. during this year's deployment to work at the ACE. We wish all of you a happy reunion upon Tom's return and much luck in your future endeavors. All the best!!
	



BIRTHDAYS

        
If you want to add a family member, in Europe or stateside, to the distribution list please email their address to frg_leader_205th_mi@yahoo.com

FRG Leader: Wendy Caldwell 
	


Important Dates for HHD/205th





Tuesday, February 10th: WELCOME HOME PREPARATION POTLUCK 6:30PM in 1st MI BN building activities room (2nd floor) For those of you who don't know it, please meet at the FRG room at 6:25pm and we will walk over together.


Wednesday, February 18th: BAKE SALE at CMR- setup 10am VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR BAKING AND COLLECTING DONATIONS!!!:)

















February


10*CPT Chris Caldwell


11*SSG Greg Bolton


15*SPC Vanessa Rivas


25*1SG Rick Falk


March


01*CW3 Alvin Pray


03*SSG Tyshia Taylor


03*SPC Lloyd Smith


13*CPT Jonathan Karpick


15*CPT Rob Nettles


21*SFC Tony Spoonemore


27*COL Tom Pappas


29*SSG Leonard Robins


29*SPC John Corley


30*CSM Bruce Brown











